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SUBJ: INTERVIEW WITH ARMY MINISTER LT. GEN. ALVAREZ- ARENAS 

1. IN AN INTERVIEW FEB 8 WITH "ABC (MONARCHIST) MINISTER OE 
THE ARMY LT GEN FELIX ALVAREZ- ARENAS SPOKE 

THE HOMETRUTHS OF THE ARMY'S ROLE IN POLITICAL AEFAIRS AND REVEALED, 
AS WELL, MUCH OE THE CHARACTER OF THE UPPER RANKS OF SPANISH 
OFFICERS. 

2. THE ARMY, AS WELL AS THE REST OF THE ARMED FORCES, HE 
SAID, HAS A WELL-DEFINED ROLE IN THE POLITICAL PROCESS AS 
DESCRIBED INARTICLE 37 OF THE "ORGANIC LAW OF THE STATE:" 

"TO GUARANTEE THE UNITY AND THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE FATHER- 
LAND, THE INTERGRITY OF ITS TERRORISES, THE NATIONAL SECURITY 
AND THE DEFENCE OF THE INSTITUTIONAL ORDER." HE POINTED OUT 
THAT THIS LAST IS NOT THE SAME THING AS "PUBLIC ORDER" 

WHICH IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE POLICE; THE ARMY COULD 
RIGHTLY INTERVENE TO ASSIST ONLY IN AN EXCEPTIONAL 
STATE OF EMERGENCY. 
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3. THE ARMY, HE SAID, IS AS LOYAL TO THE KING AS IT WAS 

TO ERANCO, PARTICULARLY SINCE THE KING, TRAINED IN THE MILITARY 
SERVICE ACADEMIES, IS AS MUCH A PART OF THE ARMY AS ANY 
SOLDIER. 

4. ON NATO HE SAID THAT SPAIN HAD NEVER REQUESTED ENTRY. 

ALTHOUGH HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THERE WOULD BE ADVANTAGES TO JOINING 
NATO MANY INCONVENIENCES AND BURDENS WOULD ENSUE SO THAT 
IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO SAY WHETHER IT WOULD BE MORE ADVANTAGEOUS 
EOR SPAIN TO JOIN OR NOT. NEVERTHELESS, SPAIN IS PART OP 
EUROPE "GEOGRAPHICALLY, CULTURALLY AND STRATEGICALLY," 

AND THE ORIENTATION OP SPAIN'S MILITARY COOPERATION IS TOWARDS 
EUROPE AND TOWARDS THE RIPARIAN STATES OP THE MEDITERRANEAN. 

THE PRESENT ENEMIES OP SPAIN, HE SAID, ARE THE SAME AS THOSE 
WHO HAVE LONG BEEN HER ENEMIES: INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM, 
INTERNATIONAL FREEMANSONRY AND THOSE SEEKING REVENGE. 

5. FINALLY HE SAID THAT EVERYTHING ARIAS SAID IN HIS JANUARY 
28 ADDRESS TO THE CORTES COULD HAVE BEEN SAID BY ERANCO: 

"THAT PLAN OP EVOLUTION, OP GRADUAL REPORM, WAS FORESEEN IN 
THE MIND OP THE GENERALISIMO." 
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